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Captain America 
A Super Guy with Super Powers. But What Else? 
 
 
How super are superheroes? So super that in Brooklyn, New York one commissions a bronze 
statue. In Prospect Park, between a bust of Beethoven and a stature of Abraham Lincoln, 
stands a statue of Captain America. Our reporter Thomas Reintjes asks the question: What, 
for the past 75 years, has made Captain America so super? 
 
The dedication ceremony of the statue was naturally not without emotion. Somehow, it seemed 
appropriate. After all, Captain America is the most patriotic superhero one could imagine. That’s 
already to be found in his name. Brooklyn’s Borough President was himself emotional: 
 
“I applaud the values of what Captain America stands for. The ultimate global icon of freedom, 
strength and doing the right thing. Values that we as Americans continue to uphold and defend.”  

- Eric Adams, Bezirkspräsident, Brooklyn  
 
As our reporter Thomas Reintjes asked at the public unveiling of the statue, why Captain America 
deserves a statue he was greeted with loud laughter, including from DJ BenHaMeen. Like most 
other statues, Captain America is a white man, he says. 
 
“Even though I'm not a white male, I'm a huge fan of Captain America, still. And I like what he 
represents. He represents what America could be and not what America always is.” 

- DJ BenHaMeen, who was present at the unveiling of the statue. 
 
Some time ago Marvel Comics publications began to put a black American in Captain America’s 
costume. The shit storm was fierce. 
 
The Right Decision at The Right Moment 
 
Captain America defends American values and many apparently cannot imagine that a black 
Captain America could do that. Our author Thomas Reintjes asks just what lies behind this. Before 
he had seen just one Captain America film and read a few articles. The fascination was still 
elusive. To understand better he met with criminologist Nickie Phillips at St. Francis College. Dr. 
Phillips has investigated the meaning of superheroes and has authored a book on crime and 
justice in comics. She knows why readers honor comic book heroes as though they were actual 
heroes.  
 
Nickie Phillips has found out that comic book heroes are loved above all for having a good heart 
– even when they are primarily supposed to symbolize power or patriotism. In comic book history 



this character trait reveals itself in the apocalyptic moment of a crisis. Exactly then, when the right 
decision is unclear, the superhero knows what to do. Because of her work in criminal justice this 
moment is particularly interesting for Nickie Phillips. Superheroes are often above the law and 
they enter the story when the protagonists find themselves in situations where the law is no longer 
effective. 
 
“They wouldn't even be necessary if the law was effective in the first place. So there's a 
breakdown in the system and then the hero rises above.” 

- Nickie Phillips, Criminologist and Author of the book "Comic Book Crime - Truth, Justice, and 
the American Way"  

 
What is allowed a superhero? 
 
The discussion over what a superhero is allowed or not allowed has also been part of comic book 
history. Are brutal interrogation techniques or torture ok? Fans are not always happy with the 
actions of Captain America and his friends. For example, when one of these heroes kills 
somebody. Nickie Phillips says readers consider carefully who is allowed to kill. 
 
Captain America is against compulsive registration for superheroes. 
 
So superhero fans analyze and debate American values. Captain America has defended these 
values for 75 years, since 1941, against Nazis and Communists. Since 9/11, however, his 
patriotism has differentiated itself. The Captain, a sort of “super soldier”, has distanced himself a 
bit. For example, in the comics he has set himself against compulsory registration for superheroes 
who have challenged the government.   


